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IN MEMORIAM
The Iowa Academy of Science regretfully announces the death
of the members listed below.
SrsTER MARY AGNES CuomHY

1894 - 1965
Sister Mary Agnes Cuddihy, C.H.M., a member of the biology department at Marycrest College died of cancer on October 22, 1965 in St.
Joseph's Hospital, Ottumwa at an age of 71. The entire student body at
Marycrest College attended the Requiem High Mass.
Sister Mary Agnes was born November 2, 1894 in Great Falls, Montana, the daughter of Patrick and Augusta Cuddihy. She entered the
Congregation of the Hmnility of Mary, January 17, 1913. She was a
teacher and principal in elementary and high schools in Montana until
1953 when she joined the Maiycrest faculty. She was a graduate of the
College of St. Catherine, St. Paul, Minnesota, and received her master of
science degree from the University of Notre Dame.
Sister Mary Agnes was a member of the National Science Teachers'
Association, Iowa Academy of Science, and the Association of Midwestern
College Biology Teachers.
She made many personal appearances and taught a number of Confraternity of Christian Dictrine institutes in Montana. She began her CCD
work with the Most Rev. Edwin V. O'Hara, Bishop of Great Falls, who
was the founder of the CCD movement in the United States.

J.

LESTER DALTON

1905 - 1966
The passing of Professor Dalton, as the result of automobile accident
injuries, was a great shock and loss to his students and colleagues at
Central High School in DeWitt, Iowa. He was very much needed and
missed at this school as was shown by the gifts, memorials, cards, and
letters received as well as the large attendance by students and teachers
at his funeral.
J. Lester Dalton was born on August 24, 1905 in Robinson, Iowa. He
received his B.A. degree in 1932 and his M.S. in 1933 from the University
of Iowa. His field of interest was analytical chemistry. In 1934 he went
to Coeur d'Alene Jr. College, Idaho, as instructor in chemishy and
zoology. In 1936 he became a Mine Assayer for the Mother Lode Goldmine, but after one year he went back to teaching chemistry again. He
taught at Junior Colleges in Iowa, :t\01tb Dakota, and at a Military
Academy in Missouri. In 1943, he selected indushy again. He was a
group leader at a control Laboratory of Remington Amis Co. in Missouri,
and later a chemist for Socony-Vacuum Oil Co. in Augusta, Kansas. In
1949 he joined the staff at St. Ambrose College where he served as
acting chairman for 3 years and chairman for 1 year. In 1955 he became
chairman of the chemistry department at Iowa Wesleyan College, but
returned to St. Ambrose College in 1956. In 1963 he became Science
Head of Central Clinton County Community Schools which he held until
his accident.
Chemistry was his hobby as well as his livelihood. He did consulting
work, and was in the process of building his own private laboratory. He
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was well known and liked by others in his profession. Chemistry did not
crowd out his religion. He allowed time every night to read and study
his well-worn Bible. Dinner time with his family often included some
study of the Bible and memorizing of a Psalm. He taught a Sunday
school class for elderly people at St. John's Methodist Church in Davenport, Iowa for many years. He was so much appreciated by members of
the class that they gave him a beautiful billfold when he went to Central
College at Pella as visiting professor for one year. He always enjoyed
outings with his family at state and national parks, where they took long
hikes together.
Lester Dalton was very active in local and national chemical and
teachers' associations. He was a member of the American Chemical
Society, the Petroleum and Analytical divisions of the society, also the
Chemical Education division and the Illinois-Iowa section. He promoted
many new student chapters to the society. He was also a member of the
American Association for Advancement of Science, Illinois Academy of
Science, and the Iowa Academy of Science. He is listed in American Men
of Science.
He presented several papers at the Iowa Academy meetings. One of
these was published in 1940 in the Journal of Chemical Education magazine. He wrote three laboratory manuals whch he used in his teaching. The
last improved and copywrited manual is "Experiments in General Chemistry and Reactions of the Cations."

E. SANDERS
1870 - 1966

WILLIAM

In June, 1943, Dr. Williams E. Sanders was made a life member of
the Iowa State Medical Society. He died in his home February 21, 1966,
in Tucson, Arizona, aged ninety-five years. He was born in Mahaska
county, Iowa, November 2, 1870.
Doctor Sanders began his study of medicine under a preceptor while
he was a rural school teacher. He received his degree from Marion Sims
School of Medicine in Saint Louis, now Saint Louis University, in 1893. He
began his long career as a doctor in northwestern Iowa in Alta. During
the fifteen years he practiced there he took two sabbatical years for study
in Germany in 1900 and 1907, and he did special research work at
Johns Hopkins from 1908 to 1910.
During his thirty years work in Des Moines, Iowa, his special interest
was pathology, and for a number of years he was laboratory director at
Broadlawns Hospital. He really pioneered in this field and was recognized
for his skill in diagnostic medicine and was noted in the state as a consultant.
Following his wife's death in 1942 he retired and moved to Long
Beach., California where he later remarried. Because of the war conditions
and the need for doctors, he took over an office there and continued to
work for several years.
As hobbies Doctor Sanders had these interests: archaeology, anthropology, Iowa pioneer history, and the American indian. He held membership in the Iowa Academy of Science and in the Arizona Archaeological
and Historical Society. After his second retirement in 1947, he and his
wife spent ten months in post war Europe studying the conditions there.
During the fall semester he was enrolled in the University of Zurich in
Switzerland for a course in the History of Man.
In 1953 Doctor Sanders had published in the South Dakota Historical
Collections a study, "The Trail of the Ancient Sioux", and in 1956 in the
Annals of Iowa several chapters of his social study of Iowa early pioneer
life, titled "Cedar Brake and Hamilton Prairie". He had the complete
study printed in booklet form with a detailed account of four pioneer
Iowa families, one of which was his own family, the John Wharton
family. The parents with their ten children, five sons and five daughters
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settled on farms in Mahaska county, Iowa in the mid 1800's. During his
last five years, Doctor Sanders interested himself in writing his own personal memoirs.
Among his scientific articles the one of most popular interest is his
biography of Rudolph Lugwig Karl Virchow, published in BIOS (Biological
Society of Mt. Vernon, Iowa). It was based largely on Doctor Sanders'
own personal contacts with Virchow during his study in Berlin. His last
scientific paper was printed in the Journal of the Iowa Medical Society in
September, 1959, titled "A New Look at the Genetics and Biochemistry of
some Hereditary Lipodoses''. It was based on some cases he had of this
rare disease.
HENRY PETER TIDELMAN

1902 - 1966
Henry Peter Thielman was born in Altonau Russia, August 3, 1902, the
son of Peter Johann and Helena Thiessen Thielmann. He came to the
United States in 1925 and became a citizen in 1933.
He received his A.B. degree from Bluffton College (Ohio) in 1926,
his M.A. from Ohio State University in 1927, and his Ph.D. in 1930.
He married Lydia Liechty September 14, 1930. They have two children, Pauline (Mrs. Reginald Hannaford) of Brunswick, Maine, and
John Henry of Seattle, Washington.
Dr. Thielman was Principal of the Public School in Suvorovskaya,
Caucasus from 1922-24; Instrnctor of ~fathematics at Bluffton College
1927-28; Instructor of Math at Ohio State University 1930-1934; Prof. of
Math at the College of St. Thomas, St. Paul, Minnesota 1934-42; Prof. of
Math at Iowa State University, Ames, Iowa from 1942-61 and was a
member of the graduate Faculty.
He took leave of absence from l.S.U. to accept a position with the
United Electro-dynamics Co. of Pasadena, California. That Company
moved him to Alexandria, Virginia where he served as Senior Mathematician on the research staff of Teledyne Inc. which bought United
Electro-dynamics. This firm does contract work in seismology for the
federal government. He served in this position to the time he became
sick four days before he died of a circulatory illness on February 17,
1966. He also was on the staff of American Un. Wash. D.C. teaching a
graduate course during the time he lived in Alexandria.
He was a consultant to Battelle Memorial Institute, Columbus, Ohio
from 1952 to time of his death. He served on the Panel of Translators
for the Journal of Applied Mathematics and Mechanics. He gave reviews
for the Mathematical Reviews and contributed to: Annals of Mathematics,
American Journal of Mathematics, Mathematical Monthly etc. He gave
papers In Europe as well as in this country. He is author of "Theory of
Functions of Real Variables" published by Prentice Hall in 1953, now in
its 3rd or 4,th printing. He published numerous papers.
He served as chairman of the Iowa Section of the Mathematical Assoc.
of America in 1945, was Regional Governor from 1948-51, President of
the Iowa Chapter of Sigma Xi, 1952-53. He was a member and Fellow of
AAAS, member of American Mathematical Society, Mathematical Assoc.
of America. He was a Fellow of the Iowa Academy o.f Science. He was a
member of Pi Delta, Pi Mu Epsilon, Gamma Alpha, Phi Kappa Phi, and
Sigma Xi.
His special interests were: Integral and Functional Equations, Functions
of Real Variables, Applications to Servomechanisms.
He served as trustees of the Presbyterian Church and as elder for
about 30 years, serving in the Session of Fairlington Presbyterian Church,
Alexandria at the time of his death. For years he taaght a Sunday School

class.
His hobbies were: chess, bridge, and working in his yard.
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He left his wife, two children, and seven grandchildren.
To quote President Swain of Teledyne Inc., "We pause to reflect on the
impact which he had on each of us both professionally and personally.
As is true of any scientist, the real measure by which he would wish to be
remembered is found in his students and in his writings. By both
standards, Henry left marks which few men achieve."
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